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him into great odium. In the first year of his reign he dis-
covered a widespread plot to assassinate him, which had been
formed by various members of the Pucci, Ridolfi, Capponi,
and Machievelli families. When discovered by Francis it was
asserted that the plot had been abandoned; and this appears
to have been true. Nevertheless he proceeded to deal out the
severest punishment. All who had been concerned in the plot
who did not make their escape were seized and put to death;
many other persons declared to have been privy to it were also
punished, and a vigorous confiscation of all property con-
nected with them took place. The result was that a large
number of the principal Florentine families were brought to
degradation; which created an undying hatred against
Francis among all the well-to-do classes of Florence. It was
an inauspicious beginning to a new reign.

On the ruler of Tuscany becoming a crowned head, all the
ceremonial of the court of a reigning sovereign had been intro-
duced ; and Francis, probably chiefly to gratify the desire of
his wife, the Archduchess Joanna, kept up a great deal more
state than his father had cfone. The court was maintained
almost on the lines of that of Spain, which Francis made in all
particulars his model.

"A number of gentlemen, divided in two departments,
attended to the various branches of the household; sixty
pages from the principal families of Italy and Germany were
maintained and educated at the palace in all the accomplish*
ments and depravity of the day, but still without neglecting
the arts and sciences, or the use of arms, equitation, and all
the various acquirements of a gentleman."1

In 1576 the Emperor Maximilian II (Francis's brother-in-
law), without making any allusion to the action which the
Pope had taken in the matter seven years before, not only
formally conferred on Francis the rank of Grand Duke, but
created Tuscany a Grand Duchy, which the Pope had been